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schoolman as well as that of a theorist. All the more inter
esting from his service at the head of these great Renaissance
schools is his nictin argument in regard to education; namely,
that the study of the vernacular should precede both in
time and in importance the study of Latin. This is urged
both because it is the native tongue and because it is the
only language that the majority of the boys even of the Latin
schools will ever use Mulcaster was far from believing
that education should be universal, but he held that it should
be effective with those for whom designed. He possessed
the courage of his convictions, and wrote in the English
tongue with such excellence, in the formal style characteristic
of the times, that he frankly but rashly claimed that his
writings constituted the appropriate modeb in the new study
as did Cicero in Latin or Demosthenes in Greek. The view
concerning the importance of the vernacular, advanced in
his earlier work, was elaborated in a treatise devoted entirely
to the subject, entitled The Elementarie, which entrcateth
chieflie of the right Writing of the English tuiig. In his work
published in the preceding year (1581), entitled Positions
wherein *hose circumstances be examine d> which are necessary
for the training up of children either for skill in their booke, o?
health in their bodie, he expresses views that entitle him to
be classed among the reformers of the following century.
The " positions " expounded are forty-five in numbei, but the
greater number of them relate to the training of the body and
of the disposition through games and exercises. Since the
natural abilities of the child are to be considered and studied,
and since they are developed primarily by physical training,
such training is a component part of his idea of education.
The three natural powers in children are ifWit to conceive
by, Memory to retain, Discretion to discern by " ; not a very
exhaustive psychological analysis but a move in the right
direction. In both treatises the idea of education according
; "o nature is advanced, and in a much saner form than the